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SaiJLOGA DI UN GRAND DAM.* 
Qwant stupfc I' at d'sedwar I' tot dl, 

Qom nil sur terr' fiqar, 
Q'pensar al qomqant's ball's, rut's, 

User' por itar ddi. 
l^rplexs nter un rob' rozat, 

cePzur blanqp, 
Ov al vidit's q'fativot fiqar, 

Ov al notul's sqrifobl. 

Hans C. G. von Jagemann. 
Earlham College. 



Private und amtliche Beziehungen der Briider 
Grimm zu Hessen. Eine Sammlung von 
Briefen und Actenstiicken als Festschrift 
zum hundertsten Geburtstag Wilhelm 
Grimms den 24 Februar 1886. Zusammen- 
gestellt und erlautert von E. Stengel. 
Marburg, N. G. Elwert'sche Verlagsbuch- 
handlung; 8vo, pp. VIII, 419, 441. 1886. 

We cannot allow the important event of the 
centennial celebration of Wilhelm Grimm's 
birthday to pass without adding, from this side 
of the ocean, a tribute of thanks and reverence 
to his memory. " Denn er war unser " we can 
well say with Goethe of one who, together 
with his brother, discovered and set forth the 
near relationship of Germans, Scandinavians, 
Englishmen and Americans. Und er ist unser, 
in a still wider sense. The mutual influence 
of the English and German speaking nations 
has been far more healthy and productive than 
the ascendency which other races, the ancients 
excepted, have at times held over them. And 
while the Germans gratefully acknowledge the 
impulse in science, philosophy and poetry 
given to them by England, we cannot help 
availing ourselves of this opportunity to express 
what the " Briider Grimm " have been and are 
to us. The scientific method, so successfully 
represented by them, the characteristic view 
of the world back of it, are of purely German 
origin. It is a mistake to identify either with 
the Romantic school in Germany, for this latter 

* Soliloquy of a Fink Lady. 
How dull it is to sit all day 

With naught on earth to do, 
But think of concerts, ballsj or routs 

At evening to go to ; 
Perplex'd between a robe of pink, 

Or blue celeste or white, 
Or visits one is forced to pay, 
- , Or little notes to write. 



has only given them a decided trend in the 
direction of the national element. 

The first in Germany to conceive the idea of 
an historical development and to treat his sub- 
ject-matter accordingly, was Winkelmann. 
But while he limited himself exclusively to 
Greek art and poetry, it was Herder who im- 
proved the new method and applied it on the 
broadest possible scale. His was the gift of 
penetrating into the very soul of a nation and 
its poetry, of carefully observing the historical 
growth of mental phenomena, and of drawing 
a picture of historical development with a few 
masterly strokes. The old, narrow, rational- 
istic manner of looking at things had suddenly- 
vanished, and the mental life of all nations and 
ages appeared upon the background of the 
eternal, as the phenomenal world upon the 
basis of nature. The key, however, which 
opened all these treasures to him was his deep 
conception of poetry as the most original and 
powerful manifestation of the human mind. 
Still, Herder's work was fragmentary and un- 
systematic ; it seemed to call for a man to com- 
plete it. The Briider Grimm were the fulfill- 
ment of his prophecies.* Not only did the 
spirit of Herder rest upon them, but they also 
possessed the equally important gift of doing 
thorough, systematic and scientific work. Very 
early they free themselves from the nebulous 
confusion of Romantic ideas, retaining only 
that which was'healthy in the Romantic school. 
And while Jacob Grimm turns his attention 
chiefly to the history of the German language 
in its various branches, Wilhelm Grimm follow- 
ing his individual taste makes rather his prin- 
cipal study of the history of literature: Volks- 
poesie, Sage and Marchen. To him we owe 
the classical collection of ' Kinder- und Haus- 
marchen ' (the Bible of childhood, as it has 
often been called), the ' Deutsche Heldensage,' 
' Geschichte des Reims, ' and numerous editions 
of old poems. But the principle which we 
find at the basis of the work of both brothers 
is in reality the same : their deep love for poetry 
in all its manifestations, their unselfish, impar- 
tial devotion to the study of historical develop- 
ment. "Die Andacht zum Unbedeutenden," 
as A. W. Schlegel had mockingly called the 
latter, became the divining-rod that opened 

* Herder, Werke zur schonen Lit. und Knnst 1. 38. 
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the secrets of past centuries, revealed the true 
nature of the German people, and showed 
other nations how to open up the portals of 
their own past. For the first time in the history 
of science we notice the empirical method, 
free from all philosophic speculations, success- 
fully applied to the mental sciences. It re- 
sembles the method of the naturalist, but is at 
the same time essentially different from it. 
Through the Briider Grimm we have learned 
to listen and learn from history instead of 
talking to her and criticising her. 

It is obviously most interesting and instruc- 
tive to become acquainted with the inner life 
and development of men so eminently en- 
dowed, and we heartily welcome the two 
volumes of Prof. Stengel. Although the cen- 
tennial celebration of Jacob Grimm's birthday 
last year presented us with a number of similar 
books, Prof. Stengel's publications bear an 
entirely new character. With thank-worthy 
diligence the author has collected all the doc- 
uments bearing on the brothers' relations to 
Hessia, the land of their birth ; but a still more 
important part of the book are the letters to 
various Hessian friends (Vilmar, Weigand, 
Hupfeld and others), covering the entire period 
of the brothers' life. Copious and highly inter- 
esting notes appended to the second volume 
will assist the reader in understanding every- 
thing the letters contain, and the volumes are 
otherwise, as well, an example of excellent 
editorship. 

We must not expect to find exciting or spicy 
reading in these letters. They mirror the 
simple, honest life of the brothers, a life en- 
tirely devoted to science. We see them pre- 
paring all their important works, asking their 
friends to assist them, expressing their opinions 
on political, scientific and literary subjects ; we 
hear of their domestic joys and troubles : it is 
the picture of the quiet, uneventful life of two 
German scholars; yet anyone who still pos- 
sesses a healthy taste will feel himself richly 
rewarded in its contemplation. Like the hut 
in the fairy tale, the narrow world in which the 
brothers live is adorned with all the beauty and 
love beaming from pure, simple and noble 
souls. Their attachment to their friends and 
family, and to all their surroundings, is touch- 
ing. Years after the death of their beloved 
mother, Wilhelm writes to his friend, Prof. 



Suabedissen: "Often still I dream of her, sit 
by her side and hold her thin but tender hand 
in mine." What an amiable modesty when he 
says to the same intimate friend: "I never 
send you my books, because I think it looks 
like requesting you to read them . ' ' Hundreds 
of beautiful, commanding metaphors scattered 
here, as in all their writings, breathe the odor 
of the Hessian meadows, fields and forests, 
and betray in both the brothers the deepest 
feeling for nature. Almost every page of the 
letters bears witness that they were not only 
great scholars, but also noble men, and it is 
for this reason that they are so deeply beloved 
by the German people. 

To complete the picture, we must not forget 
the numerous valuable observations and criti- 
cisms on political events, contemporaries, 
scientific and poetical works, contained in the 
letters. The characterizations of Walter Scott 
and Byron, for example (pp. 208, 220), are very 
striking and true, giving evidence of Wilhelm's 
intimate acquaintance with these poets. The 
brothers are admirers, but no blind worship- 
pers, of Goethe, and many of their remarks 
upon him will be read with great interest. In 
conclusion, we cannot deny ourselves the 
pleasure of quoting two passages in which 
Wilhelm involuntarily and naively expresses 
the essence of his whole nature : 

" Ich glaube, dass Liebe das Hochste ist, 
was aus unserer Seele stromt und das einzige, 
was uns aufrecht halt und wahrhaft mit einander 
verbindet." 

" Ich neige mich mit meinem ziemlich fried- 
fertigen Character mehr zu der geschichtlichen 
Paftei, weil ich denke, die besie Vernunft hat 
sich in der Geschichte kundgegeben und in dem 
gewaltsamen Gegeneinandertreiben einer lan- 
gen Zeit sind die hellsten Funken herausge- 
sprungen." 

Junius Goebel. 



Der franzosische und englische Unterricht in 
der deutschen Schule mit besonderer Be- 
riicksichtigung des Gymnasiums. Dr. A. 
Rambeau. Hamburg : G. E. Nolte, 1886. 
8vo, 51 pp. 

The author of this interesting treatise gives 
us here the fruit not only of careful study but 
of extensive experience. After several years 
spent in England and France, he taught French 
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